
DRC presidential race: main events on the political scene since November 2014

Dates Events

2014-11-15  SCODE leaves the MP coalition. Jean-Claude Muyambo, president of the political party of 

the Congolese Solidarity for Democracy and Development (SCODE) and his party leave the 

Presidential Majority (MP).

2015-01-05 Low chamber of Parliament approves changes to the Electoral Law. Parliament, where the 

MP is in the majority, passes the bill of modification of the electoral law, which was 

previously introduced by the MP.

2015-01-19  Civil society & the Opposition 3 consecutive day demonstrations against the amendment 

of the electoral law, passed in Parliament in January 2015 by the presidential majority. All 

major opposition parties and the SCODE party - that had just left the MP – take part in these 

demonstrations.

2015-01-20 SCODE president is arrested. Jean-Claude Muyambo, president of the SCODE party is 

arrested and incarcerated in Kinshasa in the early hours of the morning. Officially, for selling 

a building that did not belong to him, and for breach of trust. The “complainant” in the case 

is a certain Emmanuel Alexandros Stoupis, a Greek citizen.

2015-09-29 Katumbi leaves the PPRD and the MP. He also resigns from the governorate of Katanga 

Province to denounce the will of Joseph Kabila to remain in power beyond his second 

constitutional mandate. In his statement, he says “At the moment when we Congolese 

people are entering the last straight line of the last constitutional mandate of the President 

of the Republic, the facts indicate that for a year now, everything has been done not to 

respect the constitution by maintaining delay, cloud and illegibility of the electoral cycle and 

developing a strategy for "slipping" election dates.”

(1) Katumbi declares his candidacy for DRC's presidency.

(2) DRC Justice Minister orders investigation into alleged "hiring of mercenaries" by Moïse 

Katumbi.

2016-05-19 Katumbi is indicted by the public prosecutor's office of Lubumbashi for "undermining the 

internal and external security of the state" and placed under provisional arrest warrant.

(1) Katumbi arrives in South Africa for medical care after being granted permission by the 

public prosecutor.

(2) New charges. Katumbi is subpoenaed to appear in court on June 20, 2016 for the 

“spoliation and illegal sale of property". Also in this case, the “complainant” is a certain 

Emmanuel Alexandros Stoupis, a Greek citizen.

2016-06-22 Katumbi sentenced to 36-months in Lubumbashi. Judge Chantal Ramazani sentences 

Katumbi, in absentia, to three years in prison in a case of “spoliation and illegal sale of 

property”, which makes him for the moment ineligible for presidency.

2016-07-25 Judge Ramazani reveals coercion behind Katumbi judgement. Judge Chantal Ramazani 

flees to France, after making revelations about the coercion behind Katumbi's sentencing, 

fearing for her life.

2016-06-17

2016-05-04
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2016-08-12 The death of Chief Kamwina Nsapu. The DRC military rushed into areas controlled by Chief 

and killed him in his village. His body was mutilated and taken to an unknown destination. 

The royal court was destroyed. Kabila’s government action triggered the beginning of 

unspeakable violence in the Kasai region.

2016-08-30 Reorganisation within the army: (1) Colonel Kasilika Mwendapeke Jean-Marie, a former 

Mai-Mai warlord and patron of the Former 5th Brigade, was transferred to Beni in North 

Kivu. (2) The inhabitants of the Kasai region condemned the deployment of "Rwandan" 

battalions. They were seen as such because they were led by Rwandophone officers from 

the former AFDL, RCD, CNDP and M23 rebellion groups. These actions marked the beginning 

of a build-up of security forces, which would continue until the end of 2016. From the 

beginning of March 2017, the Congolese army, in addition to being accused of abuse, 

replaced some officers considered "too visible". 

2016-09-02 Kasai's massacres. From September 2016 to March 2017, violence, unrest and atrocities 

erupted in the Kasai’s region, triggered by the killing of Chief Kamwina Nsapu. Women 

raped; civilians killed; churches, hospitals, seminaries, public building as well as villages 

vandalised or burnt down; a significant number of people, including women and children, 

internally and externally displaced. In reprisal, police officers were subsequently 

decapitated by civilians.

2016-12-31 Signing of the St Sylvester Agreement.  Under the auspice of the Congolese National 

Episcopal Conference (CENCO), this political agreement (the Agreement) reached between 

Kabila and the opposition, President Kabila is prohibited from running for a third term, make 

constitutional changes which would extend the President’s time in office.  Presidential and 

general elections had to be held before the end of 2017. The Agreement also included the 

ease of civic & political space, the release of political prisoners and the return from exile 

and dropping of all charges against political opponents, in particular Moise Katumbi. The 

Agreement required also the formation of a transitional government to be laid by a prime 

minister coming from the opposition (UDPS/Rassemblement).

2017-02-15 Not possible to hold elections in 2017. In a press conference on Wednesday February 15, 

2017, the government, via the Minister of State in charge of the Budget, Pierre Kangudia 

Mbayi, said that raising the $ 1.8 billion needed to hold the elections before the end of 2017 

was unlikely. "It will be difficult to think that we can mobilize 1 billion 800 this year. At this 

point, I prefer to speak a language of sincerity, "he said.
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2017-02-19 Attack on Catholic churches. At least six churches were simultaneously attacked in 

Kinshasa, Lubumbashi and Kananga, while political negotiations under the auspices of the 

CENCO were underway in Kinshasa, for the execution of the Agreement.

2017-03-12 Execution of two UN experts. Michael J Sharp and Zaida Catalan who were investigating the 

instigators of violence in the Kasai provinces,  were abducted and executed by armed men.

2017-03-27 CENCO puts an end to the mediation it conducted between the government and the 

opposition without having managed to reconcile the two parties on the appointment of a 

prime minister and the constitution of the transitional government.

2017-03-29 Honoring a criminal. Gideon Kyungu Mutanga, a well-known convicted criminal, who 

evaded prison, a chief rebel and well-known cannibal, is triumphantly welcomed in 

Lubumbashi by Kabila’s government. He is now being housed in a luxurious home provided 

by Kabila in Lubumbashi, instead of being sent back to prison, where he belongs.

2017-03-31 UN Resolution 2348 is adopted. The resolution calls for a ‘‘swift implementation’’ of the 

December 2016 political agreement, including ‘‘peaceful, credible, inclusive and timely 

elections no later than December 2017, leading to a peaceful transition of power’’.

2017-04-07 Co-option of political opponents. Bruno Tshibala, who challenged the legitimacy of the son 

Tshisekedi as the head of the opposition after the death of his father (Etienne) and expelled 

in late February from Rassemblement and the UDPS, where he was one of the main leaders, 

is named Prime minister by Joseph Kabila contrary to the letter and spirit of the December 

31, 2016 Agreement.

2017-04-09 Crushing the opposition. The government suspends all public demonstrations across the 

country, allegedly to prevent violence and unrest.

2017-04-27 Attempt to sink the December 31, 2016 Agreement. Joseph Kabila's camp and opposition 

dissidents (Rassemblement and UDPS) sign a special agreement that "defines the terms of 

application of the agreement of December 31, 2016". This arrangement was "expected to 

concretely organize power-sharing and transition management until elections".

2017-07-07 Vote can't be held by end of year. The head of DR Congo's electoral commission 

announces, from Paris, that it is not possible to organize presidential elections by the end of 

2017 as per the December 31, 2016 Agreement.
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2017-07-18 Attempted assassination of Judge Jacques Mbuyi, Lubumbashi High Court, on the eve of 

the day before the hearing of appeal in the sentencing of Katumbi to 3 years in prison, 

presumably for the “spoliation and illegal sale of property of a Greek citizen”.

2017-09-05 New voting tools. The Congolese electoral commission (CENI) announces its plan to use 

electronic voting machines (sic) for elections in 2018, to save costs. 

2017-11-05 CENI releases the Election Calendar that delays elections until at least December 23, 2018, 

while noting numerous ‘‘constraints’’ that could impact respect of the same calendar.

2017-12-31 Catholic Lay Coordinate Committee (CLC) march. Peaceful march called by CLC for the full 

implementation of the December 31, 2016 political agreement. Marchers are met with 

brutal and lethal force by state security forces, causing deaths and inflicting wounds 

amongst marchers.

2018-03-12 Launch of a new electoral platform. Katumbi and his allies launch “Ensemble pour le 

Changement” (Together for Change) in Johannesburg, South Africa, for the upcoming 

presidential and general elections in DRC.  

2018-03-28 Judicial investigation against Katumbi for holding dual citizenship. DRC’s Attorney General 

Flory Kabange Numbi opens a “judicial investigation into Moise Katumbi so that, at the 

appropriate time, he can respond for his acts… All this time he was leading the province, he 

was committing false acts, (using) false documents…”  

2018-04-20 "Counter-intelligence" accuses Katumbi of having financed John Tshibangu. General 

Delphin Kahimbi, head of the Congolese military intelligence service accuses Moise Katumbi 

for financing Ex-Colonel John Tshibangu to overthrow president Joseph Kabila.

2018-05-14 Change to the Constitutional Court. Kabila appoints three new judges, close to the MP, to 

the Constitutional Court.

2018-05-19 Congolese intelligence agencies suspect an attempt to destabilize Congolese institutions, 

with the complicity of Kigali and Moise Katumbi.

2018-05-28 Possibility of a Third mandate - The Communicator of the PPRD stated that Kabila could still 

run for another term in office. Taking from the same reasoning, Emmanuel Shadari, the 

Permanent Secretary General of the Presidential Majority Party (PPRD) as well as the youth 

are emphatic about their resolution to stand with Kabila through the slogan: "Congo my 

passion", "PPRD my party", "Joseph Kabila my candidate"
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2018-06-07 The Common Front for Congo (FCC). Joseph Kabila launches the FCC, an electoral platform, 

for the expansion of his political family with the goal of achieving a "broad election victory". 

The FCC includes members of the opposition in the government and the Presidential 

Majority (MP), civil society and some notable individuals. The charter of this coalition was 

adopted on the day during the Cabinet Meeting, led by President Kabila on his private farm 

in Kingakati.

2018-06-12 A new Court. Joseph Kabila creates a Court of Appeals and a Council of State. This is the first 

time in its history that the country has this legal instrument that has the power to judge the 

President of the Republic and the Prime Minister. This Court has the power to make final 

decisions on appeals against judgments rendered by lower courts in civil, criminal or 

commercial matters.  Among the faithful appointed to the Court of Appeal are Jerome 

Kitoko (First President of the Court) and Flory Kabange Numbi (Attorney General at the 

Court). 

2018-06-18 Another judicial inquiry on Moise Katumbi. DRC’s Attorney General opens a judicial inquiry 

after Katumbi was “intercepted” at Zaventem airport while traveling on an allegedely 

“forged” Congolese passport.

2018-06-25 Congolese law makers write an open letter to Kabila two days before the Katumbi trial, 

reminding him to respect the provisions of the constitution and the St Sylvester 

Agreement - A group of national parliamentarians and senators write an open letter to 

Joseph Kabila calling on him to respect his constitutional commitment and the clauses of 

the St Sylvester Agreement, especially relaxation of political space and release of political 

prisoners as well as the safe return from exile of Moise Katumbi, among others.

2018-06-27 First sitting of the Court of Appeals. The first plenary assembly of the Court in its first 

matter is the case against Katumbi, brought by the Attorney General (of the Court), for 

"undermining the internal and external security of the state by recruiting mercenaries”. 

Scheduled for 10 AM, the hearing only started at 3 PM and saw the President of the Court 

automatically postpone the matter to October 10, 2018 for reasons that the Court “could 

not reach the accused Moïse Katumbi Chapwe and his co-accused.”

2018-07-07 Reconstitution of the Constitutional Court. Joseph Kabila appoints three new  members of 

the Constitutional Court of the DRC, to replace the two that had resigned, and one that 

deceased.  The parliament, the Superior Council of the Judiciary and Kabila himself, each 

made one appointment in accordance with the law.
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2018-07-14 Kabila makes changes to the top brass in the army. Among the new nominations are those 

of General John Numbi, Inspector General of the Army, and Gabriel Amisi, who is appointed 

Deputy Chief of Staff. The appointment of two men, figures decried all over the country and 

under international sanctions for human rights violations, arouses apprehension as the 

elections are scheduled for December 23.

2018-07-19  Joseph Kabila gives a speech-report on the state of the Nation - But he did not say 

anything about his intentions regarding the presidential election scheduled to be held in five 

months in the DRC. In a subtle dig directed to his main political nemesis (Katumbi)  he said 

next elections will be open to all those who meet the legal conditions of eligibility.

2018-07-23 Joint statement by the opposition in response to Kabila's speech - Through a joint 

statement, the Congolese Opposition perceived the speech of Joseph Kabila as a certificate 

of self-satisfaction that he is attributed to himself in an "imaginary Congo". 

2018-07-24 Kabila  appoints more UN sanctioned military officials to senior posts- Fall Sikabwe Asinda 

is the new Deputy General Staff for Operations and Intelligence. Other names on the UN 

Red List, the generals Muhindo Akili Mundos and Muhima Dieudonné, are appointed to lead 

the troops of South Kivu. Finally, to command the second defense zone, particularly 

strategic with Kasai and ex-Katanga, General Philemon Yav,  accused  for arms trafficking 

with rebels in 2007. UN experts accused him of handing over arms to the rebel Democratic 

Liberation Forces of Rwanda.

2018-07-24 The clarification of Katumbi's alleged Italian citizenship  - The Lawyer of Moise Katumbi 

(Me Eric Dupond-Moretti) releases a letter from the Italian Mayor (Mayor of San Vito dei 

Normani) which confirms that Katumbi has never naturalised as an Italian citizen, contrary 

to the widespread claims that suggested otherwise.
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